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Carson put further questions of the views of ordinary
individuals upon Dorian Gray. " I have no knowledge of the
views of ordinary individuals."
" You did not prevent the ordinary individual from
buying your book ? " " I have never discouraged him."
Carson then went on to put to Wilde views expressed by
the characters in Dorian Gray^ and referred to one character
who had adored another man " madly." Had Wilde ever
entertained such an adoration ? " I have never given ador-
ation to anybody except myself." There was loud laughter
at this, but Carson treated it with cold scorn.
He put another passage : " I have adored you extrava-
gantly."
" Do you mean financially ? " Wilde asked.
Carson was angry now. " Oh, yes," he saida with deep
irony. " Financially. Do you think we are talking about
finance ? " "I don't know what you are talking about/5
replied Wilde in mock despair.
" Don't you ? " said Carson, reserved and cold again.
" Well, I hope I shall make myself very plain before I have
done."
Then came a cruel analysis of Wilde's strange letter to
Alfred Douglas, which had already made such a bad impres-
sion on the jury. Wilde defended it on the highest grounds.
" I think it is a beautiful letter," said Wilde. " It is a poem.
You might as well cross-examine me as to whether a sonnet of
Shakespeare was proper."
" Apart from art/5 persisted Carson sternly.
" I cannot answer apart from art," said Wilde.
" Suppose a man who was not an artist had written this
letter, would you say it was a proper letter ? " asked Carson.
" A man who was not an artist could not have written that
letter." The laughter which greeted the sustained wit of this
dialogue was now mixed with a low murmur of approval.
Carson's Dublin brogue had contrasted strongly, through-
out the duel, with the classical accent of the most practised
dialectician, and the best conversationalist except perhaps
Whistler, in London.
" Can I suggest, for the sake of your reputation^ that there